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& June 1967

It i pot posaible £t the present time to meke o firm estinate
ol the megpover resources nvellatle to the Viet Coug becsuse of &n
slmont complete leck of population stetistics on South Vietnmm. Never-
theless, on the busis ol certain cesumptious sbout the sex, ege and
control of the population, it 1s estimated thet the Viet Coung bave &t
best some degree of mecess to w pool of sbout 2.5 to 2.0 millien
seople betveen the sges o1 14 end 4%, exelusive oi those currently in
Viet Cong service. OF this total, about 1.0 million sre mades and
1.5 million femsles. SHimost 60 percent of thesc people, however,
gre in coutested sreas where Si‘iet; Cong vecruitment hes bacome ulizicult.
i & result, those vemilly evailuble for Viet Cong recruitzment vould
number only 1.0 to 1.1 million coaslsting of 420,000 to 50,000 meles
st 620,000 to 630,000 feselees. Moreover, ebout 25 percent or these

people probebly are Lhyslcally wafit for service with the Viet Coug.

e: Thip memorsodum ves produced splely by CIi. It L oreperad
ty the OiTice of Research &nd Reports and ves soordinoted *{ith the
Qitice of Current Intelligence end the Office of Hationel EstimateB.
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évellebility of Ctetistics

l. Pooulstion snd manpower stoiictics on South Vietnsm are
:':néﬁfzquate {0 permit o relisble estipete of the menpower resources
svailsble to tho Viet Cong. These stetistics sllow suweh & wilde
renge of Viet Cong menpover estimetes thet they mclmiz neither the
possitility t;lmt the Viet Cong nre rupning oul of usesble meupower
nor the opposite possibility thet they have asmple supplies o |
PEQPOVET.

2.  South Vietirn populstion stetistics v rough spproximctlions
at best ond meny of the most besic debe are lecking. The lsst
naticnsl census wes in the 1530's. Since then thers has Leen no
systematic study or the rursl population. [ partisl census of
mjor ¢itics ms teken da 1958, but thers is 1o messure of the grovth
o the wban populetion. Tere sre no estimntes of the distrilution
of the totel {or rwel) population by sge or, except in the spgregote,
by eex, sithough some ewrple studies of ege and sex distrilution
heve been underteken ln = Jev urlen sress. kmployment aate cover
only GVH militery, GVN cad US ewmployed civilisns, end some of thw
m@r industrial esteblishmsnts. '

Asswptions
3. Ia en atfempt to estimete the nmenpower situstion in

South Vietnem, the follgwing sssumptions wers made:

- Do

Approved For Release 2004/12/15 : CIA-RDP70S00385R000200190040-6




Approved For I%aase 2004/12115 ::‘CIA-RDP7OSOO385.50200190040-6

&. The current totel populstion of South Vietnam is
1£.5 million.

b.  Populstion totels Z.9 alllicm (60 percent) in crues
under GVN control; 2.75 willion (16.7 percent) ia those uager VG
control; end the remeining 5.05 nz_illmn in contested Lress.

¢« Roughly 45 percent of the populetion ie in the age
group 15 through 45 in South Vietoem es & whole apd in the confrolled
s contezted areas.

| d. The msle-female ratio ior the totel populetion end
ior the populstion in the cemtrolled sad coniested areas ié I
percent.

e Present Viet Cong wmenpower, including militsry snd
politicel percoanel nuubers between 400,000 and 500,000.

GVN Coatrolled Fopulution

1

4. Of the GVN controlled population in South Vietnsm of 4.9
million, &n estimetec 4.455 rdillion zre in the sge group 15 through
45. GVN employment in cebimsted to bLe vlk,000, incluwilng the
mdlitery services, uetiomel police, revolutlonsry tevelopment

cedres s0d civil service; and 129,000 ere vaploysd vy the Us iacluding

military end eivilisn agencies, 25X1

It is estinmeted that uppraximately

550,000 are employed in privete son-egricultural cccupaticas, and that vn
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additionsd 200,000 ere temporery refugocs. Given these figures
ond the sssuwpiions stuted above, there 1z & vesidual of sbout 2.3
million persons uncccouated for in GVN ceatrolled avezs. O these,
slightly more thesn 70 percent m femnle =« & recult Gl the fact
thet a larger percentoge of males aye eccounted for in militery
service. YU £8 kpowva that the bulk of the residusl is in rael
erens end 1g ongaged in privete fsyming, forestry, snd fishing.
Pecause the ares is presumebly wxer GVH control, it possibly can
be nesumed thuet this populztion is generally not subjset to W
recrultment.
Population Subject to Viet Cong Recruitment

5., ‘The population in arses under Viet Cong control and in

sreus undergoing poeiticetion (contested cvess) totels chout

&.& mddlion, of wilch Z.97 are esawmed to be within the ege group
15-45, Astimetes of the numbers omployed by the Viet Cong are
undier current gorutiny end mey soon be reviged. For purposes of
this peper, Viet Coug forees within the agoe 15=45 are estimoted

to renge from 354,000 to 480,000, iacluding regular mein ond local
militery forces, guerrillas, sdmindstretive service undts, militis,
oixt politicel cadre. The reeidusl sveilsble populstion in Viet Cong
controlled and in coutested sreps mumbers sbout 2.5 million. OF
thic populndion nvellsble for recruttmant by the Viet Cong weles

would meke up 1.0 to 1.1 million, given the assumed sex distribution.

N
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6. 4n estimste of & million meles of militery age does not

at Tirst glence support Bhe increesing number of reperte lodicating
Viet Cong recruiting dlrifeulties. sAbout 55 percent of these meles,
Lowever, are ln contested aress, sceording to our ussumption on
'eontrol’ sress, and re;cmitias in contested sress hos begome
increesingly diificult s& the GVN ond US military forces make more
frequeixt iocursions thersin. The reedily availeble msle populstion --
thet in YC-controlled &rees -~ exclusive of those eiresdy in eervice
vould be iu the reng: 420,000 to 450,000. Possibly 25 percent ou
these would be unfit for useful service-' ‘fhe remeining eligitie
meles 4o the VC-controlled aress would muxber less then L00,000.

7+ A pimdlar situstion exists with regsrd to the sveilability
ol feaeles for recrultament by the Viet Cong. OF & totel of rougtdy
1.5 million females potentielly evallable to the VC, slightly less
then 60 percent are assumed to Le in contested arecs where VC
recrultment bes become cifficult. The reedily eveillalle femele
population, exclusive oi thote slresdy in service, would range
betveen 620,000 snd 630,000, not a1l of vhich would bte physicelly
it Jor sexrvice with the Viet Cong.

.  The population sveilgble to the Viet Coug ie lergely
rursl. #£lmost ope-hsll of total ¥-controlled popiulation 1s im
the dalis sves. Hice production in the delte provides & mejor

portion of Viei Cong food requivemsnts and an ilmportsnt source or

D T
Y
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revenne for e Viet Coug.  Although wesasn have nlveys pleyod

wf importeut role in Vietsowmse sgricelture 11 s st11) neonsessy
O Rsvn @ug, Todled saies perigem cerdaln O fhe tarhs 4 rioe
Toyming. It is aon possibls, withent sericus lose oo productivity,
Urreioe, lov ihe Vier Coog o pese lats service &ll of ii

Bile melee Ipowm o Jorme.

simitatlons o die aotiwic

~

G A1 60 dhe ebumpbicas mede In this oty =ro impostent
o e gestlue, tabt (o0 ol Llem Bre crudisl. These wre the g
sietyiiation sod e ssx dfatrilution o S pogualetion scoovdiag
10 the arees o couirol. In Ww stsefcs @ date, we Bmvs ussd
e sug ege afstribatlon Ter the $o0b&l nopulstlen and fur e

opalationy Godery YW ocoubrol,; in comteeted sovee, and uader GVH

cotral.e It is poselide, nowoiser, that «iid the shiit &F zopuintios

ipGa curel wrers 149 arten srees ood thy Tulldewp o militery loroen
i ereentege of tiw sge group lo-45 rempining ia rurel sreas ey
e arpdler then la urhig woese. Sdooe VO contralled end sontostsd
mrete Byw primerily raved, WBis suggerts thet & smedler peroeniege
of the popalation in thesy sress than in the totel populaition iz in
the cgr groug Leig. I the ege gy YiehD, represuated, Tox
oxemyls, ouly 40 poresnt of the tobsl vopaletion fn YW controlled
et poutssted (rured) eress; fnetets of tee 85 percent seeaimed, e

&5 it ilien cvelleble allitery bge maposer would be reduved 1o about

& -

Approved For Release 2004/1 2/15 : CIA-RDP70S00385R000200190040-6




<, Approved For %ease 2004/12/15_.:'CIA-RDP7080038‘00200190040-6

~

Z.2 wallion, eid thr L0 So 1.3 sdilison pervom resdily svellabls Jop

Vier Cong recrullmesy vouldd e peduced to siout WG,000, o which
adoub L2 3,000 voadd be mmlac.

13, fasllerly, the cowe sex fatde af 47 pewceat mels to

-

)

perecul Tomels heS been wesd O e todlel populsetlion sl the pomdutione
wax W ozontrol, in condosisd aress, ol ynder OVE costend. Higestion
o wrids arsas a0 Ue dreiting of seles Jor sildtesy sarvice has
facrsesed the percestage of famalos in the rarel pecdeiion. o
suestion 18 Iyom whien purtd eress 43¢ the copulotlon shiit ofaw!

The weswption la this stady e to the mele-Female retio Ly sres is
rousletent with v sesupiica thet the OV recvwlted only in the s
it eccdrols. Bt come oo the OVl r«w‘iamt MBSt heve coms {rom atlor
aroes. 1P femhles 12 the Yo-tontrollsd snat cooteshes srees (almoct

all rurel) vers op smacd: 04 50 cortent Qf tihe populsotlion, laptesd of
the 53 poreont sesvmed, e sele popalation of stout 1.0 adlilon
satimetad 30 Lo svellsble for reorcitment by the Viet Comyg wouldd be

rodaced o slowut 300,000, smd thet wopumod resdily sveilvbls wodd

W)Mg’} %&%"1};‘) 3\% i‘i}’m'
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south vietnam! Eeligmted Menpowexr Brlence,¥
Age Group 15-4%, 1967

(In Thousands)
Ligs o . Totals  Male Famnle

X Totel populution 15,500 1,155 Sty
2 - Population, cges 15-45 : 15 b5 3,490 5> 935
3 GVH Employed g1k o1l 33

Ol ¥hnich:
5 GVN Milltezy 6650 660 0
5 GVH RBationsl Police 61 153 G
& GV RD Cedree 33 a8 1
7 GVH Civil Service 150 120 32
3 US miployment of Vietnemesc 129 s Tl

Of which:
g U5 Milditery yii! 35 &3
el US Contruetors 47 21 26
1 UG Civilien fpencies 4 e 2
iz Privete Sector - voi-zgriculture 455 4y heo
13 Relugeas X S 100 a3
A Totul fccowrted lor, GVH contrvol 2,196 1,566 T30
15 Totel GVN controiled, sges 15~45 _ L4558 2,09 2,301
16 Hot eecownted for, GVN control (rurel) 2,859 62x 1,631
17 Totel in VO coutrolled aress 1,250 542 &56
13 Totel in contested wress 1,7 155 13 91
19 tetimted VU sanpover, cges 15«45 b0 ALe ok fe-0s
20 Aveiloble Lo VO, ia VC coutrolled snd

coniesisd uress ' 2,460-2,556  1,018-1,004 1,471,508

i ;.
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